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Portrayal of an Epic Woman - Tamil Play in all art forms...
Theatre, Music and Mahakavi Bharathi's Poetic Language

COIMBATORE CULTURAL ACADEMY

KOMAL
THEATRE

Presents

DRAUPATHI

Stands as a symbol of

Woman Power and
Resilience in the Indian
Epic'Mahabharatha,

She represents the ife of a
Contemporary woman who is torn
between political power and ego.

INTERNATIONALLY

ACCLAIMED

4

Music
Rajkumar Bharathi

Date

(&8ss BrUSUNAT H05)

SlgownenL Guent BAL&D

Script and Direction

Dharini Komal

: 04 April 26 @ 7 PM

DRAUPATHI

Dialogues, Lyrics

Sathish Kumar

Venue : Sarojini Nataraj Auditorium,
Kikani H S School Campus. RS Puram. Coimbatore.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Please be seated at 6.45 PM
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Emotion The Juice of Life

THE KOVAI HERALD

Thoughmodernsocieties
have done a lot to develop
the intellect, emotion s still
the mostintense experience
for most people. Their
body, their intellect, and
their energies are not so
intense, but their emotions
whether anger, hatred, love,
compassion or something
else are experientially the
most intense.

Thought and emotion
are not really different.
Thought is dry and logical.
Emotionisalsorootedinthe
same logic, butit pretendsto
be “notlogical” to add juice
to your life it is just the
juicier part of the thought.
Otherwise, your life would
be dry and not worth living.
Emotion is the deception of
nature that encourages you
to live, because if you go
100% logically at your life,
youwouldhavenoreasonto
live. You would then come
to the question, “To be or
not to be?” Such questions
have come because we have
given ourselves too much
to logic. We have not given
ourselves to the experience
of life.

Whenyouwakeupinthe
morning tomorrow, think
absolutely logically. Don’t
look at the sunrise, don’t

look at the birds in the sky,
don’t think of someone you
love, your child’s face, orthe
flowers in the garden. Just
think logically. Now, you
actuallyhaveto getoutofbed
that is not a small feat. You
go to the toilet, brush your
teeth, eat, do some work, eat,
work, eat, sleep tomorrow
morning, samething overand
over again. You have to do
this for the next 40, 50
years. Think 100% logically,
withoutlooking atyourlife’s
experience isitreally worth
while? Emotion transcends
the limitation of simple logic
and functions in such a way
that it gives you a reason to
goon.Ifyougo 100% by thou

|7 . .
ght, thereisnoreasontolive.
So, thought is dry, and
emotion has some juice in
it, butthey are not different.
I don’t know why there is
so much philosophy about
putting the mind and heart
together. They are anyway
together; they are not
separate. Suppose, there is
aparticular person who you
think is wonderful. You
will have sweet emotions
towards that person. If you
think someone else is a
terrible person, you will
have unpleasant emotions
towards that person. You
cannot think, “This is a
horrible person,” and have
sweet emotions, and neither

can you think, “This is a
wonderful person,” and
have unpleasant emotions
towards that person. People
talk about the conflict
between their head and their
heart, but there is actually
no conflict. It is just that
emotions haveacertaindrag
time. They have their own
momentum.

Let’s say you always
thought of someone as a
wonderful person. You will
have built up so much of
emotion. Ifthat person does
something that you do not
appreciate, suddenly your
logical mind starts saying,
“This is a horrible person.”
Butemotionhasadragtime. It
cannotswitch immediately.
It has momentum and has
to run its course. The mind
is clearly telling you that
you should have nothing
to do with this person, but
the emotion is still running
its course because it is the
last carriage of the train.
Thought is the engine. It
has passed, but the last
carriage takes some time. So
the “emotional you” is also
the “thinking you” the way
you think is the way you
feel. Emotions canbeavery
powerful force of movement
if one knows how to gather
them, and at the same time,
be fluid with them when

necessary. [foneisincapable
of gathering his emotions
whenneeded, then emotions
are just pure madness. Once
you are overtaken by your
emotion, you do not see
anything the way it is;
everything gets distorted.
Once, a woman who had
just lost her husband was
seen fanning his grave a
fresh mound of earth. People
who were passing by saw
this and were so touched.
“How dedicated sheis to her
dead husband !” They came
to her and said, “We know
youlostyourhusband. Your
dedicationmovesustotears,
but please, it is all right. He
is dead.” The widow said,
“No, I promised my husband
that [ will not re-marry till
the grave is dry.” If you are
just emotion, you can be a
lot of deception.
Emotions have their
beauty; they are the juice
of life. At the same time,
if you get too soaked in
this juice you will lose all
your sense. Gautama the
Buddha went to the extent
of saying that a dry soul
is the wisest soul. He is
correct. Atthe same time, if
you have sufficient control
over your emotion that you
can go into it and come out
of it by choice, it is a very
wonderful dimension.

Skill Centre Launched in Udumalpet

to Boost Yo

The S.K.P. Sunanda
Rammohan Skill Centre
was inaugurated in
Udumalpet to provide free
vocational training and
create job opportunities for
economically disadvantaged
youth.

Established by Dr.
M. Rammohan through
the Mahalakshmi-
Muthuramalingam
Foundation, the centre
offers courses suchas EXIM
Executive, Supply Chain
Associate, and Warehouse
Associate for youth aged
1827. The training, which
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lasts 45 to 90 days, is
free of cost and aims to
prepare candidates for jobs
in the logistics sector. The
initiative was launched based
on the recommendation of
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, with
support from Dr. V.G.
Mohan Prasad, President
of the Sri Kannika

uth Employment
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Parameswari Educational
Institution. J.V.Rao, former
Anna University professor,
serves as advisor, while
Rotarian Sairam oversees
operations. Gopalan acts
as Secretary. Trainers
including Ramalingam,
Vinoth, Bala, and Gautham
are supporting the initiative.

Postal Voting Facility Announced for
Essential and Election Duty Staff on voting day

Arrangements have
been made to enable
voters engaged in essential
services and election duties
to cast their votes through
postal ballot on the day of
the Legislative Assembly
election.

District Election
Officer Pavan Kumar G.
Giriyappanavar stated that
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
election is scheduled to
be held on April 23. In
Coimbatore district, postal
voting facilities have been
arranged across all 10

Assembly constituencies
toensure thateligible voters
on duty can exercise their
franchise without difficulty.

He further said that
coordination officers have
been appointed for various
departments to facilitate
the process. Employees
working in essential
services such as Southern
Railway, All India Radio,
Airports, Information and
Broadcasting Department,
Transport Corporation,
Electricity Board, Fire and
Rescue Services, Prison

Department, and Traffic
Police are eligible for postal
voting. Eligible voters must
submitForm 12Dtotheirrespe
ctive departmental officers,
express their willingness,
and provide necessary
approvals. Theymayalsobere
quired to furnish supporting
documents, ifrequested, to
complete the process.

The initiative aims to
ensure maximum voter
participation by providing
a convenient voting option
for those engaged in critical
duties on election day.

Coimbatore Rolls Out ‘Smart Street’
Model to Protect Students

In a significant step
towards improving road
safety for students, the
Coimbatore City Municipal
Corporation has launched
an innovative “Tactical
Urbanism” project,
introducing temporary but
impactful street design
changes near schools and
colleges.

The pilot phase of
the project has been
implemented on V.K.K.
MenonRoadin Siddhapudur,
where a Corporation High
School and Primary School
are located. Around 200
metres of the stretch have
been redesigned to ensure
safer movement, directly
benefiting nearly 530
students.

The initiative aims to
make roads safer through
low-cost, quick, and effective
modifications before
permanent infrastructure
is developed. Plans are
underway to expand the
project to 10 locations
across the city, covering
five zones. Key areas
identified include Vincent
Road, RajaStreetnear Town
Hall, Pioneer Mill Road, and
NehruNagar. The projectis
being supported by Design
CoLab as the planning
consultant, while the
[nstitute for Transportation
and Development Policy
(ITDP India) is serving as
the knowledge partner.

The need for such an
initiative is underscored
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by alarming data from the
city traffic police, which
recorded 55 child-related
road accidents in 2025 alone.
A safety audit conducted
within a250-metre radius of
schools in December 2025
revealed major gaps such
as discontinuous footpaths,
lack of signage, absence of
zebra crossings, and missing
pedestrian signals.
Explaining the changes,
ITDPIndia’s seniorassociate
Sanjana said the redesigned
street has significantly
reduced roadside parking
and introduced strict traffic
calming measures. Vehicle
speeds inschool zones have
been limited to 20 kmph.
Bright road markings now
alert drivers, while speed
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regulation signs have
been installed to enhance
awareness.

Additionally, dedicated
“drop-and-pick-up” zones
have been created to ensure
that students can safely
board and alight from
vehicles without disrupting
traffic flow.

Once fully implemented
across a 4-km stretch, the
projectis expected to benefit
nearly 5,000 students,
along with pedestrians and
cyclists.

Urban planners and
officials view thisasamodel
initiative that could redefine
how Indian cities approach
road safety—placing
students and pedestrians
atthe centre of street design.

Postal Voting

The District Collector
Pavan Kumar G. Giriyap
panavar has announced
special arrangements for
differently-abled voters
and senior citizens aged
above 85 years in view of
the upcoming Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly
Election 2026.

Following the
announcement of the
elections by the Election
Commission of India, postal
voting facilities have been
introduced across all 10

Facility for Differently-Abled
and Elderly Voters in Coimbatore

Assembly constituencies
in Coimbatore district.
This initiative is aimed at
helping voters with more
than 40% disability and
those above 85 years of age
avoid difficulties in visiting
polling booths. To facilitate
this process, Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) will visit
the homes of eligible voters
along with the electoral roll
and Form 12D to obtain their
consent for postal voting.
Voters are required to read
or have the form read out

to them, provide necessary
details, submit supporting
documents ifrequested, and
sign the form.

Eligible voters may also
submit their willingness
through BLOs or directly
atthe office of the Returning
Officer by filling and
submitting Form 12D on
or before April 3,2026. The
District Collector hasurged
all eligible voters to extend
their cooperation to ensure
the smooth and fair conduct
of the upcoming elections.

One Village, Two MLAs: Coimbatore
Hamlet Caught Between Boundaries Seeks Relief

In an unusual and
complex electoral
situation, residents of
Ponnandampalayam village
in Coimbatore district find
themselves living in a
place where one village is
represented by two MLAs—
highlighting along-standing
administrative anomaly that
continues to affect daily life.

Located along the
Thennampalayam Annur
road, Ponnandampalayamis
asmall settlement with just
sevenstreets and around 300
families. However, what sets
itapartisnotitssize, butthe
way itisdivided. The village
falls under two Assembly
constituencies—Avinashi
and Sulur—andalso overlaps
with two Parliamentary
constituencies, Coimbatore
and Nilgiris.

In practical terms, this
means that residents of a
few streets cast their votes
in the Avinashi Assembly
constituency, while the
majority vote in Sulur.
As a result, the village is
effectively represented by
twoMLAs, eachresponsible
for a portion of the same

locality.

Far from being an
advantage, this split has
created years of confusion
and neglect. Villagers say
that despite having dual
political representation, they
continue to struggle foreven
the most basic amenities.
Drinking water shortages,
poor road infrastructure,
and delays in civic services
remain persistent issues.

The problem is
further compounded
by administrative
fragmentation at the local
level. The village comes
under four different local

Bl

bodies—Mopperipalayam
Town Panchayat and
the village panchayats
of Kaniyur, Arasur, and
Naranapuram. This means
residents often have to
approach multiple offices
for basic services, with
each authority passing
responsibility to another.
Of'the total households,
around200houses withnearly
650 voters fallunder Kaniyur
Panchayat, while others
are distributed between
Arasur and Naranapuram.
A small portion of about
30 houses falls under
Mopperipalayam Town

Panchayat. This division
has made governance
inefficient and has slowed
down development works.

Adding to the
complexity, many residents
depend onnearby industries
and factories for their
livelihood, and the village
is also home to migrant
workers. Despite being
part of an economically
active region, the lack of
coordinated administration
has left the area lagging
behind in terms of basic
infrastructure.

Villagers allege that for
more thantwo decades, they

have been raising concerns
about their situation, but
with little progress. Even
fundamental needs like
drinking water supply remain
unresolved, largely dueto the
confusion over jurisdiction
and accountability.

With the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections
approaching, the issue has
once again come into focus.
Residents are now strongly
demanding that the entire
village be brought under
a single administrative
unit—preferably within
Kaniyur Panchayat under
the Sulur constituency.
They believe this will
streamline governance,
ensure accountability, and
finally bring long-overdue
development to the area.

For now, Ponnandam
palayam remains a striking
example ofhow overlapping
political and administrative
boundaries can complicate
governance. While the
village may have two
MLAs on paper, itsresidents
continue to wait for one clear
solution to their everyday
problems.

BIS Mandates ISI Certification for Aluminium

Cookware; Coimbatore Officials Hig

The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) has
made ISI certification
mandatory for aluminium
cookware, with officials in
Coimbatore emphasizing
strictimplementation ofthe
new quality norms.

Under the newly
introduced IS 1660:2024
standards, all aluminium
utensils must meet
specific safety and quality
requirements. Bhavani,
Senior Director and Head
of the BIS Coimbatore
branch, stated thatthe move
is aimed at ensuring safer
cookware for both domestic
and commercial use.

As per the guidelines,
aluminium utensils must
contain at least 99.5% pure
aluminium. The standards
alsoinclude parameters such
as thickness, durability,
handle strength, and the
ability to withstand high

temperatures.

The new regulation
will come into force from
October 1. After this
deadline, manufacturing,
importing, selling, or
stocking aluminium
cookware without the ISI
mark will be treated as a
legal offence.

BIS Coimbatore officials
noted that the measure will
help prevent the circulation
of substandard products that
may pose health risks due
to metal contamination in
food.

Manufacturers and
traders in Coimbatore

have been instructed to
comply with the new
standards and obtain BIS
certification before the
deadline. Consumers,
meanwhile, are advised to
ensure the presence of the
[SI mark while purchasing
aluminium utensils.

Officials added that
the move is expected to
significantly improve
product quality in the market
and strengthen consumer
safety.

Centre Imposes Curbs on Extra
Charges for Seat Selection in Flights

In a move to make air
travel more affordable and
transparent, the Central
government has imposed
restrictions on airlines
collecting additional
charges from passengers
for selecting seats during
ticket booking.

According to the new
guidelines issued by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), airlines
are not allowed to charge
extra fees for selecting up
to 60 per cent of seats on
a flight, including window
and front-row seats.

The orderalso states that
no additional charges should
be levied on passengers
during ticket booking for
seat selection. Further,
passengers booking tickets
under a single reservation
number must be allotted
adjacent seats.

Inaddition, airlines have

been instructed to provide
travel-related information
to passengers in their
respective mother tongue
to ensure better accessibility
and understanding.

The DGCA said the new
regulations aim to make
air travel more passenger-
friendly and transparent.
Previously, several airlines
charged extra fees for
preferred seat selection
either during booking or
web check-in.

The latest move is
expected to ensure fair
pricing and improve the
overall travel experience
for passengers.
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Roadside trash
needs clearing?
Burning garbage?

fixed through the

§ 94663 95555

Olirum Kovai

An Initiative of Coimbatore City
Development Trust (CCDT)

Get your civic issues
Namma Kovai app.

www.olirumkovai.com

&

NAMMA

KOVAI

Download on the
. App Store

GETITON
' Google Play
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» Thamarai International School

A Residential & Day Boarding CBSE School
THANJAVUR

Aff.N0.1930251

Thamarai Nagar,Karunthattankudi (PO),
Thanjavur - Kumbakonam Bypass Road, Thanjavur - 613002

KUMBAKONAM

Aff.No.1930774
Ts No. 156/4 A, Asoor Main Road,
Kadichambadi, Kumbakonam - 612501

PATTUKKOTTAI

Aff.N0.1931772
88/2A, East Coast Road,
Thambikkottai, Pattukkottai (Tk),
Thanjavur Dist.,- 614704

REGISTRATIONS OPEN (2026 - 27)
FOR PRE-KG T0 IX & GRADE XI

A Perfect Destination for Quality Education

Our performance so far...

NIFTEM-14 — —
l -23

TIS

lITs

¥ The best education & the best
infrastructure at a nominal fee
in the entire Delta region..

@ www.thamaraischools.org
A one stop solution for all your educational needs

¥ Excellent Scholastic inputs
embedded with student centric

activities

A school with a proven track record in the field of competitive exams

like IIT JEE, NEET, CUET, IISER, NISER, CLAT etc.,

Holistic development which fabricates “Global Citizens” with Indian values

Foundation courses for IIT JEE,NEET & MAT for Grades 6 - 10

Hostel Facility Available @ Thanjavur & Kumbakonam

[ MX( info@thamaraischools.org | %4 infokum@thamaraischools.org | NEdinfopkt@thamaraischools. org]

THANJAVUR: 04362- 263360 / 62/ 64,
1606812020/ 22

8012397421 /28 /29

KUMBAKONAM: 0435- 3500300 / 301

PATTUKKOTTAI: 6383395000
6369966801
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