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Israel India Global Innovators
Hackathon Kicks Off at SREC

THE KOVAI HERALD

Sri Ramakrishna
Engineering College
(SREC), under the Sri
Ramakrishna Institutions
of SNR Sons Charitable
Trust, inaugurated the 36-
hour Israellndia Global
Innovators Hackathon 2026,
conducted in collaboration
with Ariel University, [srael,
and Promitei Ltd., Israel.

The two days hackathon
has drawn strong
participation from student
innovators across the
country. A total of more than
540 teams comprising over
1,400 students registered for

the event.

The event was
formally inaugurated and
was presided over by Dr.
Sundar Ramakrishnan,
Managing Trustee, SNR
Sons Charitable Trust, along
with S. Narendran, Joint
Managing Trustee, and
V. Ramakrishna, Trustee.
The hackathon is convened
by Dr. A. Soundarrajan,
Principal, SREC.

Aneminentinternational
panel of experts from India,
Israel, and Singapore
addressed the participants,
including Rami Itselev and
Dave Belostotsky from
ERA-ITA, Israel; Mark

Melamed of Promitei Ltd.,
Israel; Shankar Mohan,
CEO, Biopharmax Group
Ltd., India; Dr. Paramjeet
Singh Makani, Director,
Pantomath Financial
Services Group; Oorvahsk
F. Dastoor, Managing
Director, Nest Egg Asset
Management; Dr. Arpit
Deepak Yadav, Senior
Al Scientist& Researcher,
CCE; and Dr. Salur Srikant
Patnaik, Dean, IFIM
Institutions. A special
address was delivered by
Albert Pinhasov, Rector,
Ariel University, Israel
and Lemeul Melamed of
Promitei Ltd., Israel.

CO|mbatore Cultural Academy Hosts
Goddess DeV| Abmeya Natlya
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The Coimbatore Cultural
Academy presented an evening of
classical dancetitled Goddess Devi
Abineya Natiya at the auditorium
of Vivekalaya’s Vichara World
School, enchanting the audience
with its artistic finesse and

devotional themes.

The programme showcased
performances by Shatabdi
Nrityayan, Kolkata, under the
direction of acclaimed Odissi
artiste Shatabdi Mallik, aleading
figure among the younger
generation of Odissi dancers. A

KMCH gains international recognition
for their research work on cancer

THE KOVAI HERALD

KMCH Research
Foundation, the research
wing of Kovai Medical
Center & Hospital hasbrought
international recognition
to India by securing the
best poster award at the
European Society for
Medical Oncology (ESMO)

Asia Congress 2025, held

at Singapore.

Srinidhi Narayani
Seenivasan, Ph.D.Research
Scholar presented her
work at ESMO Asia
Congress. The Research
team comprised of basic
scientists Dr.G.Velmurugan
and clinical team from
Comprehensive Cancer

Centre, Kovai Medical
Centre & Hospital
including Dr Firoz Rajan
and Dr. Ezhir Selvan
Chidambarasamy, Surgical
Oncologists and Pathology
team led by Dr. Sangeetha
Mehta along with scientists
Dr.S. Mohanraj and Dr
Arulraj Ramakrishnan at
KMCH Research

Foundation. This study
was funded by Anusandhan
National Research
Foundation [formerly
Science and Engineering
Research Board],
Government of India. Dr.
Nalla G. Palaniswami,
Chairman and Founding
Trustee expressed happiness
on the recognition

senior disciple from the lineage
of the Late Padmashree Guru Sri
Deba Prasad Das Gharana and
trained under Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra YuvaPratibha Samman
awardee Gurushree Debaprasad
Das, Mallik has earned recognition
both in India and abroad. She
is empanelled with the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR), Ministry of External
Affairs, Ministry of Culture, and
Festivals of India, is an A-Grade
artist of Doordarshan, and a
recipient ofboth Juniorand Senior
National Scholarships along with
the Junior Research Fellowship

for OdlSSl under the Ministry of
Culture. Adding charm and depth
to the event were performances by
herdisciples— Tanmay Samaddar,
Debasmita Kar, Farjana Yasmin,
Bithika Mishra, and Sampriti
Paul—who impressed with
their precision, expression, and
thematic interpretation.

Col. CST Swamy, the chief
guest, praised the artistes for
their dedication to classical arts
and appreciated the efforts of the
Coimbatore Cultural Academy in
promoting cultural and musical
excellence. M.N. Padmanabhan,
Managing Partner Lakshaka Tex

LLP, applauded the Academy’s
sustained efforts in nurturing
musicians and dancers, noting
that events such as this and last
year’s performance by a Russian
troupe would encourage artistes
to return to Coimbatore for future
engagements. M.N.Padmanabhan,
Ramesh T, Shanthni.V, Dr. A.
Umashree,
Aishwarya Rao of Vivekalaya
School and DharanendraMomaya
graced the occasion. The evening
concluded to warm applause,
marking another successful
contribution to Coimbatore’s
growing classical arts scene.

N. Parsram, and

New office bearers take charge in Indian
Medical Association Coimbatore Chapter
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102nd annual assumption
of office ceremony of the
Indian Medical Association
Coimbatore Chapter, held
atthe association’s meeting
hall in Coimbatore.

At the ceremony, Dr.
Goshalram assumed charge
asthe 102nd President ofthe
IMA Coimbatore Chapter.
Dr. Parameswaran took
charge as Secretary and Dr.
Balamurugan as Finance
Secretary for the year 2026.

The function was graced
by Dr. Sridhar, President of
the Tamil Nadu State Branch
of the Indian Medical
Association, as the chief
guest. Dr. Jayalal, President

of the Commonwealth
Medical Association, and
Dr. Abul Hassan, President
of the Hospital Board of
India, participated as
special guests. Also present
on the occasion were Dr.

A.K.Ravikumar, elected
Tamil Nadu State President
of the Indian Medical
Association for 2026, Dr.
N.R.T. R. Thyagarajan,
State President for 2027,
Dr.Thiraviyan Mohan,

State Honorary Secretary,
Dr. Solomon Jaya, State
Finance Secretary, and
former State Secretary
Dr. Karthik Prabhu, who
extended their greetings to
the new office-bearers.

THE KOVAI HERALD

Q: Sadhguru, you said that
there used to be quality control in
spirituality earlier but a thousand
years of foreign subjugation
has destroyed those checks and
balances. Would you elaborate on
this please?

Sadhguru: The checks and
balances came from within. There
was no external authority to check
whether a spiritual process was
genuine or not, whetheritis usedin
therightdirection or not. [t was self-
governed. It could be self-governed
simply because the spiritual process
was not an isolated aspect. The
spiritual path was not followed
by just a fringe group of people.
Spirituality was mainstream. This
hasneverhappened in any other part
ofthe world. Religion has happened,
but an active spiritual process for a
large segment of society has never
happened anywhere else.

In the same town, there would
be many gurus, each speaking
different things but none of them
in conflict with anyone else. This
naturally led to a very democratic

How the
Spiritual

Process Lost
its “‘Quality
Control’’

process of doing things because it
was widespread. And people had
the option to sit in one place one
day, another place the next day,
and still another the day after.
Gurus were not insecure. They
wouldn’t preventanyone from going
anywhere. They said, “If you don’t
think this is the best place, don’t
be here. Go where you want.” [ am
saying that even today. The only
problem today is there may not be
enough places for you to explore.
But in the past, when this kind
of ecosystem was present, there
naturally were checks and balances
because there were so many people
in society who were in profound
states of experience. If somebody
said something wrong, everyone
immediately knew this is not it.
A Qualified Audience
Forexample, let’s say you learn
Indian classical music. You can
go and sing in Atlanta, they will
clap their hands. You can sing in
Delhi or Mumbai, they will clap
their hands. But when you go to
Chennai and sing, if you make
one little mistake, they will get up
and leave because the audience is

so qualified and steeped in music.

Chennai is the only place where
in December and January, for an
entire sixty days, there will be five
concerts every day taking place in
ahundred different venues. People
go from concert to concert, concert
to concert. Such a culture is not
presentanywhere else on the planet.
This could be a huge event that
attracts audiences from around the
globe, but they will not promote or
advertise it because they are such
purists. They say, “If you have a
sensitivenose, you will come for the
fragrance. If you don’t have such a
sense, we don’t want you to come !”
Similarly with the spiritual process,
there was a qualified audience. But
when invasions happened, the most
qualified people were the first ones
to get killed because invaders not
only want land, gold and women.
They understand clearly that unless
they impose theirreligion upon you,
you are not fully taken. So, the first
thing they did was destruction of
the spiritual process.

This happened primarily in the
northern plains of India, where
many masters had to move into the

Tibetan plateau for survival. Thisled
to a huge dislocation and so today,
many people who should have
been astrologers, priests and even
conmen are claiming to be Gurus.
Because therearen’tenoughrealized
beings, a lot of entrepreneurs have
come up. Some of them have good
intentions, but good intention
armed with ignorance is potentially
dangerous more dangerous than
evil if you ask me because good
intentions give legitimacy to
ignorance. Many ignorant people
are nice. You can marry them if
you want but you don’t choose
them as your Guru because they
will take you down the drain.

Making Truth Mainstream

If we want to bring quality
control back, the first thing we
have to do is make spiritual process
mainstream, where there are millions
of people who are practicing, who
know by experience and can make
a distinction between what is real
and what is not real, between what
will lead to their liberation and what
will entangle them. If there is a
qualified audience, then a cleanup
will naturally happen.

Truth should become
mainstream. Right now, lies have
become mainstream, truth is fringe.
Initially, people lie with some
hesitation. As days progress, they
start lying with more confidence.
After some time, everybody knows
everybody is lying but because it
is mainstream, it is okay.

If truth is mainstream, if
somebody utters one little lie,
everyone will see it and it will get
obliterated by itself. [ am hoping
everyone, especially the young
people, stand up and make truth
mainstream.

Camford International School Organises
Bird Conservation Awareness Marathon

THE KOVAI HERALD

To promote bird
conservation, environmental
awareness, physical fitness,
and social participation,
Camford International
School in Coimbatore
organised a mini-marathon
titled “Camford Wingathon”
in connection with National
Bird Day.

PR U

The event was held
under the guidance of
Chairman Arul Ramesh,
Correspondent Poongothai
Arul Ramesh, and Principal
Poonam Syal.

The marathon was
flagged off by Dr. P.
Pramod, Senior Principal
Scientist, Nature Education

Division, SACON (Salim
Ali Centre for Omithology
and Natural History). At
the prize distribution
ceremony, Manickaraj,
Assistant Commissioner,
Income Tax Department,
Coimbatore, presented
trophies and medals to the
winners.

Special Pongal Train Services
Between Pollachi and Chennai

Inview ofthe upcoming
Pongal festival, the Railway
Department has announced
special train services
between Pollachi and
Chennai.

According to a press
release issued by the Salem
Railway Division, a special
PollachiChennai Express
(TrainNo. 06194) will depart
from Pollachi on January 8
at 11.30 p.m. and arrive at
ChennaiCentral at9.50a.m.

the following day.

In the return direction,
the Chennai CentralPollachi
Special (Train No. 06193)
will leave Chennai Central
on January 9 at 11.50 p.m.
and reach Pollachi at 9.05

a.m. the next morning.

The special train will
halt at Tiruppur, Erode,
Salem, Jolarpet, Katpadi,
Arakkonam, Tiruvallur and
Perambur stations enroute,
the release added.
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» Thamarai International School

A Residential & Day Boarding CBSE School

THANJAVUR

Aff.N0.1930251
Thamarai Nagar,Karunthattankudi (PO),
Thanjavur - Kumbakonam Bypass Road, Thanjavur - 613002

Aff.N0.1930774

KUMBAKONAM

Ts No. 156/4 A, Asoor Main Road,
Kadichambadi, Kumbakonam - 612501

PATTUKKOTTAI

Aff.No.1931772
88/2A, East Coast Road,
Thambikkottai, Pattukkottai (Tk),
Thanjavur Dist.,- 614704

REGISTRATIONS OPEN (2026 - 27)
FOR PRE-KG TO IX & GRADE X

A Perfect Destination for Quality Education

Our performance so far...

NIFTEM-14 —
" MITs-23

BITS-6

TIS

R, e,
¥ The best education & the best

infrastructure at a nominal fee
in the entire Delta region..

JExcellent Scholastic inputs
embedded with student centric
activities

@ www.thamaraischools.org

A one stop solution for all your educational needs

A school with a proven track record in the field of competitive exams

like IIT JEE, NEET, CUET, IISER, NISER, CLAT etc.,

Holistic development which fabricates “Global Citizens” with Indian values

Foundation courses for IIT JEE,NEET & MAT for Grades 6 - 10
Hostel Facility Available @ Thanjavur & Kumbakonam

[M info@thamaraischools.org | BX( infokum@thamaraischools.org | minfopkt@thamaraischools.org]

1006812920/ 22

THANJAVUR: 04362- 253360 / 62/ 64,

KUMBAKONAM: 0433- 3300300/ 301
801297421/28/29

PATTUKKOTTAI: 6383355050

6369966801
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Please Visit your nearest showroom | Open on Sundays and all Holidays
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*Conditions Apply

| Shop online : www.cooptex.gov.in | Toll free number - 1800-599-7633 |
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@ 0422 2433671
90663 32184
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GAGMARKE

Made from Cow’s Milk

GWE

Mada from Cow's Mk
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